






































































INVESTICA T ION 
PARRAMA TTII. 

THE GYMNASIUM WING 

This was the long wing that occupied the southern portion of the site on its western half. All of 
the foundations for this wing were intact and were made as strip footings using blue metal and 
cement. The southern wall formed the southern boundary of the site [064}. This wall had a 
number of "buttresses" along its length. It was set in a 700mm wide foundation trench [061]. 
This tench could be traced as it rounded the south-western corner but thereafter it had been 
destroyed by work in the 1980s for the construction of the wall that forms the western 
boundary [032} and the trench for it [020/021}. The fill of the trench for the southern wall 
included mixed yard surfaces and a considerable quantity of sandstone rubble [063}. This is 
likely to have come from a displaced rubble drain from the garden phase of the site. 

Under the foundations of this wall, near the centre and at the western end, were some blue 
metal and cement box-like structures. They lay under the wall foundations and curved up to 
them. There were two on the southern wall [209, 210}. The western most [209} had a timber­
lined box set in it. The central one [210} also had a timber lined-box approximately one mere 
long set into it. There is no obvious purpose for these elements for which considerable effort 
was made. Similar structures were found under the western wall. 

View west of the box-like structures under the westem wall of Legacy House 
(SR 13.20) 

The western wall of the gymnasium wing [062} was set on the same poured cement 
foundation with a double brick cavity wall above it. At the southern end of this wall was 
another similar curved and boxed structure [208} lying under the foundation. It had three 
boxes set in it. The boxes had a fibro floor and were timber-lined. What may have been the 
remains of a similar structure was found lying under the western wall of this wing at its north­
western corner. Here there was a void under the foundation wall and it had three small dry 
pressed brick piers set into it [205}. 

At the western end of the gymnasium wing the floor was supported by two diagonally placed 
pier walls. The southern wall [060} was 500mm wide. A narrow 150mm wide foundation 
trench for this wall could be seen only on the northern side of the wall [263]. In the triangular 
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portion of the building formed by this and the southern and western walls the deposits had 
been removed down to the later nineteenth century -early twentieth century yard surface 
[037]. The northern of these oblique supports [080J was built in the same manner but was 
only 400mm wide. 

At the eastern end of the gymnasium wing in the south-eastern corner, was a small toilet or 
wash room not shown on plans. It appears to have been a later addition added to what is 
shown on the drawings as a file room. The southern wall was built hard against the external 
wall of the building [064J. This new wall was made using a poured cement footing with dry­
pressed brick above [150J. The western wall [148J was constructed in the same way as was 
the northern wall [149]. This northern wall had been formed around an existing major waste 
water pipe [072. 

View south of small toilet added to Legacy House 
(SR 706) 

This pipe ran all the way west under the gymnasium wing. It contained the same distinctive 
liver coloured ceramic pipe seen elsewhere on the site as part of the original construction. It 
was set in a 500mm wide trench [073J back-filled with displaced yard surfaces [074]. It ended 
at the western end of the building in a gully traps [071J abutting the southern oblique support 
[060]. The trap measured 700 x 300mm and was made using dry pressed bricks. This gully 
trap was also the junction for another waste water pipe that ran north from it under the 
northern wall of the wing [055J. This pipe [066J was laid in a narrow trench [065J and back­
filled with mixed yard surfaces and fill [067J. 
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There was a small fragment of another waste pipe found in the centre of the southern edge of 
the gymnasium wing. This small fragment of a pipe [076] ran under the southern wall [064] 
and joined the major east-west pipe on this boundary [072]. 

There were a number of piers or the base of piers that had been used to support floor joists. 
Originally they appear to have been laid out in a rough grid; the demolition of the building had 
removed many of them. There was a substantial group at the southern end of the building, at 
the east and in the centre; [107}, [090},[070}, [069}, [068}, [088}, [087}, [086}, [085}, [084}, [089}, 
[098}, [099}, [123}, [124}, [125}, [126}, [129}, [133}, [131}, [134}, [058}, [059} and [083}. 

View north showing the remnant floor piers in the gymnasium wing 
(SR 05.23) 

THE PASSAGE 

A central corridor separated the gymnasium wing and the northern wing; this passage gave 
access to the buildings from the Marsden Street wing. The northern wall of the gymnasium 
wing formed one side [055] and a similarly constructed wall [056] formed the northern side. 
This wall had been completely robbed out at the western end leaving only a trench [078] and 
a back-filled deposit of mixed red clay and various surfaces as well as broken dry pressed 
bricks and slate, There was one dry pressed brick footing in the corridor area. This single pier 
[142] is all that appears to have remained of the supports for the floor. 

The back door of the passage was identified by a small external wall [017]. Next to this was 
the back door threshold [140]. It was separated from the wall by 1.5 cm and was made from 
soldier coursed dry pressed bricks in cement. The foundation trench for this footing [141] was 
300mm wide. At the eastern end the passage, the entrance to the main building was marked 
by another small foundation wall [172]. Beyond this to the east was another small cross wall 
in the passage [328]. 

c:rm 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION 
150 MARSDEN STREET, PARRAMATTA 

SERVICES 

There was a complex series of services added to the site for the building. Several have 
already been described in the preceding sections. Apart from a major service along the 
southern boundary [072J most converged on the northern boundary. In the north-western 
corner a major 200mm collared water pipe [010J ran east-west along the boundary. It was set 
into a pipe trench [034J only a little wider than the pipe. Emptying into it from the back wing of 
the Legacy building were two large ceramic waste pipes. The western most [006J pipe was the 
same style and size as the east-west pipe. It had been set into a narrow service trench [007J 
the back fill including debris from lower deposits and features including brick rubble and clay 
[008J. The connection between this pipe and the pipe running along the boundary [010J had 
been cut by a later service connection [004/005J. Pieces of the broken older pipe had been 
flung to one side [025J. 

A second similar pipe [011J from the northern wing was found to the east. This pipe has been 
described in earlier sections. It was set in a narrow pipe trench [104J and was filled [164J with 
the same mix of rubble and disturbed debris from lower levels. 

Between these two intact pipes dating from the construction of Legacy House [006,011J was 
the fragment of a third [009J also running to connect to the pipe [010J on the northern 
boundary. The trench for this pipe [200J cut through the foundations of what may have been 
the brick cottage of the 1860s almost comprehensively removed from the site [0 13J. This 
service pipe was superseded by a later trench [178J that ran parallel to the earlier excavation 
on its eastern side. There was no pipe left in it. 

Also running from the back wall of the northern wing [017J was another trench [027J. In it was 
set a fibro cement service pipe 150mm in diameter [028J. It had a riser at the end [029J that 
was white PVC and a later addition. This later work was identified by a shall owexcavation 
back-filled with sand and covered with a line of reused bricks [181. 

Under the central corridor and running under the gymnasium wing from north to south was a 
pipe trench [065]. In this was laid the same liver coloured pipes seen on the northern 
boundary contemporary with the construction of Legacy House [066J. The trench was 
backfilled with various displaced yard surfaces lying under the building [067J. This pipe ran 
into a large brick sump [054J that was located at the back of the Marsden street wing and to 
the northern side of the gymnasium wing. It was 800mm wide and apart from this pipe from 
under the gymnasium wing a second service pipe [007J ran from it to the northern boundary. 
The gully trap was also the end point of a major waste water pipe from the northern wing 
[051J laid as part of the original construction in 1955. This 200mm pipe was set in a 300mm 
wide service trench [052J that was back filled with the displaced yard surfaces [053J. 

Several services had been added to the northern part of the site after the initial period of 
construction being a concrete sump in north-west corner of site [003J; a white plastiC stand­
pipe [004J close to this sump which was connected to it via a service cut [023J; a white pvc 
pipe [005J running east-west set in a wide trench [024J. 
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THE YARD 

The last surface on the site at least at the western end was bitumen laid for the car park 
[030J. It was laid over blue metal and bitumen road base [031]. It had been cut by a trench 
[020J for a boundary wall [032J in the 1980s and fragments of it were backfilled into the trench 
[021J 

Before this there appears to have been a garden along the north-western boundary before the 
wall was built there. There was a loamy deposit [169J that had been covered by the back fill 
from the wall tench [120/121J. In this loam was a bottle from Lackersteen and Co that could 
be dated to 1922-1929 (CR 0298). The excavation for this garden bed seems to have 
disturbed some of the earlier yard surfaces from Sonter Brothers. 

View to the north of showing former garden bed. wall trench and most recent services for Legacy House 
(SR 01.05) 
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DEMOLITION 

The Legacy House site was sold in 20025 and then to the present owners in 2004
6 

The 
building was demolished in 2005 and the demolition rubble that remained from this work was 
the first deposit to be removed from the site [001} prior to the salvage excavation. However 
some if it remained and was removed as part of the excavation including the debris between 
the walls of the northern wing [097}, debris lying over front of site [424, 425, 426}. 

Removing demolition material from excavation Area B, view east 
(SR2811) 

5 LPI, eT Volume 6936 Folio 76 
6 Ibid. 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION 
150 MARSDEN ST, PARRAMATTA 
Phase 12: Sydney Legacy 

1955 - 2005 

Based on field drawings: 

lA-ill 15/11/2006 
lA-IV 17/11/2006 
1B 08/11/2006 
1B-I 13/11/2006 
1B-I11 16/11/2006 
2A 13/11/2006 
2A-I1 05/12/2006 
2A-IV 13/12/2006 
2B 11/11/2006 
2B-I1/B 05/12/2006 
2B-III/B 11/12/2006 
3B 01/12/2006 
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K. Platt 
K. Platt 
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K. Platt 
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K. Platt 
K. Platt 
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